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Honour your parents 
With tuition costs soaring, you owe it to yourself and anyone supporting you just to try and make 
the most of this experience.   
 
You shall not murder…or if you do deal with the dead, show some respect  
The University is one of the few universities in the country that deal with complete cadaver 
dissection in order to support our anatomy modules. It may be the first time that one faces a dead 
body and is definitely by no means pleasant but there is so much to be gained from seeing 
structures in situ as opposed to just in a textbook.  Nausea and emotions run high at first, but the 
thought that each person consented to give up their body to allow us to learn is often enough to 
evoke appreciation and perseverance in overcoming them.   
 
You shall not commit adultery…or if you do, tell all to your tutor 
On second thoughts, one should probably not.  The point is that several of us will have 
unforeseen setbacks in our university years - and luckily the department allocates everyone a 
pastoral tutor who is the first port of call for anything of that nature. It is important to make the 
faculty aware of any difficulties you might be facing at crucial times and get the support you 
deserve.   
 
You shall not steal  
Inexplicably, kleptomania is rife amidst the student population. As a community we are notorious 
for theft of illegally downloaded media and pilfering of road signs but in most instances this goes 
unpunished.  Plagiarism however rarely goes unnoticed. The inherent problem with producing 
assignments is that one often has to rely on others' work and sometimes it can be difficult to walk 
the fine line between paraphrasing and plagiarism. My advice is to ensure all sources are fully 
acknowledged and to consult a lecturer if in any doubt. 
 
You shall not bear false witness…especially to yourself 
The problem with the multiple choice examinations of the first two years is that they are revered 
as fun guessing games. In reality, they require as much preparation as essay-based tests except 
perhaps and an even more thorough understanding – guessing corrections remove marks for 
wrong answers and minus scores are not unheard of.   
 
You shall not covet your neighbour’s wife…or notes… 
Our lectures are given in PowerPoint and the slides placed online afterwards for ease of 
reference. However, there is nothing worse than trying to revise from mystifying slide diagrams or 
incomprehensible doodles belonging to a friend.  On-line slides unfortunately do not replace notes 
taken from the occasional titbits of wisdom spouted by the lecturers.  Being present in a lecture 
may not always feel as rewarding as remaining in bed for another hour, but it ensures you don't 
miss a thing.   
 
You shall not covet your neighbour’s house…or grades… 
Finally, it does not matter how anyone else does – nobody can fault you if you just do your best.   
 
If I am to assume that the fresher students of next year are of equally varied tastes and 
personalities as ours, I have only general advice to offer them. Nonetheless, all of it is based on 
personal experience and most of it was learned the hard way!  The only other thing left to say is 
that they should just enjoy it – my time here has gone far too fast.    
 


