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What is OER?
Educational resources designed for sharing and further 
development
• IPR-cleared (Creative Commons SA licensed)
• Easy to find (fully described and uploaded)
• Easy to use (context and guidance available)
• Quality assured (proven in teaching)
• Re-purposable, and shared back again if possible

Key established organisations:
OCW Consortium (MIT), Creative Commons, OpenLearn (OU)



Why OER?
Overcoming issues of academic ownership

Creating legally free resources
Need to move away from culture of casual reuse of copyrightedNeed to move away from culture of casual reuse of copyrighted 
resources

Stop re-inventing the wheel at every institution
Time savings – build on and enhance others’ OERs
Influencing institutional policy
Individual and institutional recognition nationally andIndividual and institutional recognition, nationally and 
internationally
Skills development
“Sunlight effect” – enhanced quality

Cecilia d'Oliveira, executive directorOpenCourseWare



The OER programme
Initiated by HEFCE/JISC and delivered by 
JISC/Academy
Pilot project for further programmes (2010 )Pilot project for further programmes (2010-)

Pilot phase £5.7m (April 2009-April 2010)
<£3m for 12 Subject Centres to run projectsj p j

Not buying rights to old resources!
But opening up existing, valued content demonstrating 
various approachesvarious approaches

Cultural change and sustainable processes
Content is an indicator of processes in place – a metricp p
Sustained release – institutional IPR policies updated
Benefits for academic profile, institutional profile, discipline 
profile and their studentsprofile and their students



Funded projects
Institutional, Subject and Individual strands

Coventry - Open Content Employability
Exeter - Open Exeter 
Leeds Met - Unicycle 
Leicester University - OTTER 
Nottingham University - BERLiN 
Oxford University - Open Spires 
Staffordshire University - OpenStaffs 

York, Westminster, Oxford Brookes, Falmouth, Anglia Ruskin, UCL, UCLAN, 
Lincoln and Bradford



Funded projects

SC LLAS (Southampton), ENG (Royal Holloway), PRS (Leeds), HCA (Durham) The HumBox Project 
SC ICS (Ul t ) O Ed ti l R it i S t f C t S i

Subject strand
SC ICS (Ulster) Open Educational Repository in Support of Computer Science 
SCEngineering (Loughborough) Open Educational Resources Pilot 
SC UKCME (Liverpool)) CORE-Materials: Collaborative Open Resource Environment –
for Materials
SC Economics (Bristol) TRUE: Teaching Resources for Undergraduate EconomicsSC Economics (Bristol) TRUE: Teaching Resources for Undergraduate Economics 
SC Physical Sciences (Hull/Liverpool) Skills for Scientists 
SC GEES (Plymouth) C-change in GEES: Open licensing of climate change and sustainability
resources in the Geography, Earth and Environmental Sciences
SC ADM (Brighton) Open Educational Resources in Art, Design and Media 
SC MSOR (Nottingham Trent) FETLAR (Finding electronic teaching learning and assessment 
resources)  

SC Bioscience (Leeds) ‘An Interactive Laboratory and 
Fieldwork Manual for the Biosciences’Fieldwork Manual for the Biosciences  
SC UKCLE (Warwick) Simulation Learning Resources 
SC HSAP (KCL) Public Health Open Resources in the University Sector (PHORUS) 
SC C-SAP (Southampton) Evaluating the practice of collective endeavour in opening up key
resources for learning and teaching in the social sciencesresources for learning and teaching in the social sciences
SC MEDEV (Newcastle) Organising Open Educational Resources (OOER) 



Our work
• Ten project ‘consortia’ with Bioscience

• Nottingham: Biodiversity components
Oxford: iCases Influenza outbreak• Oxford: iCases – Influenza outbreak

• DeMontfort: Virtual Analytical Laboratory
• OU: Biochemistry virtual laboratories

B th C Bi l• Bath: Cancer Biology
• UCL: Virtual museum zoology
• Glasgow: Virtual Ecology 
• Gloucestershire: Java based Rocky Shore simulation
• Leeds: Medical Microbiology resources
• Manchester: Genetic Analysis scenariosy



Our work
• Contributing existing resources which need 

reworking for open releasereworking for open release
• Output into JorumOpen where possible (exc. 

Service based res )Service-based res.)
• Resolving IPR  using creative commons UK 

licences (e.g. BY-NC-SA)
• Sharing good practice through network forSharing good practice through network for 

others to benefit























JorumOpen
http://open.jorum.ac.uk/
JISC-funded/supported repository
F f ALL tFree for ALL to access,

search and download from
Free for UK HE to uploadFree for UK HE to upload

to (log in via federated
access management)access management)

Records exposed to
GoogleGoogle

[Possibly demo]
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