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Nanotechnology

One nanometer (nm) = one billionth of a meter 

Human hair: about 

80,000 nm in diameter

Hydrogen atom: 

about 0.1 nm wide 
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Richard Feynmanôs 1959 presentation, ñThereôs plenty of room at 

the bottom.ò 

Don Eigler

1989
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Buckyballs and carbon nanotubes

(1985) (1991)
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2006 data on total spend (public and private):

US - $3 billion

EU - $3 billion

Japan - $2.3 billion

Rest of world - $1.9 billion

US National Nanotechnology Initiative 

President Clinton: $0.27 billion for 2001

President Bush: $1.5 billion for 2009

Global market: $1 Ą 3 trillion by 2015
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Life expectancy (2009)

, 39.6 years
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Who needs nano?


